
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             December 2, 2018 
  
FIRST  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship and Lighting the 1st Advent Candle 
 Hymn – 463 [Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I am generally absorbed in and by the events 
that fill my time, day in and day out.  The things that fill my day 
mostly bring me satisfaction, and I count on their rhythmic 
reoccurrence to provide me with a sense of how I am doing.  
Occasionally, I have the impression that there is an additional 
rhythm at work in my life.  This rhythm is not concerned with 
routines or with how I am doing in the sense of whether I am 
ahead or behind in my schedule and calendar.  It doesn’t have 
goals and does not make progress.  This rhythm is centered on 
how I am and on whether or not I am aware of how I am.  I would 
rather concentrate on how I am doing, on being on schedule and 
keeping my routines intact, than pay attention to how I am.  
There is stability in my routines, whereas the awareness of how I 
am precipitates change.  I have always thought you wanted me to 
pay attention to how I am doing, in the sense of deliberately filling 
my day and structuring my time for a beneficial purpose.  I am 
coming to think you have more interest in my paying attention to 
how I am and the changes such awareness causes. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 21:25-36 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 248 [You Are Before Me, Lord] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 9 [O Come, O Come, Emmanuel] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for December 9, 2018 
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 You are invited to share your holiday baking/cooking with us at 
the coffee time following worship.  There is a sign-up sheet. 
 There is information on the Sing-Along Messiah in Santa Rosa, 
and also on the Christmas Toy Program run by R.P. Public Safety. 
 There is a sign-up for a Centering Prayer group to be held on 
Monday afternoons, at 1pm, at the church. 
 It is time to budget for 2019. There is a letter concerning this, 
as well as pledge cards, on the table in the coffee area. 
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First Sunday of Advent 
  We have all grown up with the chronological understanding of 
time, where time is something that moves forward in increments as 
visualized in watches, clocks and calendars. Thinking in this way 
about time, we put events in chronological order, in the order of 
their occurrence. There is another way of thinking about time where 
time is marked not by the sequence of events but by characteristics 
that describe something about a period of time. For example, we 
think of the Romantic Period in literature or art or architecture. 
 The Church Year needs to be thought of in terms of this second 
kind of time. It would be useful to think of the seasons of the church 
year as being periods of time in a person’s life, and, since we are 
entering the season of Advent, to think of Advent in this way. We 
celebrate Advent in chronological time, on the four Sundays that 
precede Christmas Day. However, Advent does not usually occur for 
us personally during that time. 
 Advent is a time in a person’s life when the familiar way they 
experience and understand themselves changes or is modified; it 
unravels to a greater or lesser degree. The first Sunday of Advent 
focuses on how this unraveling begins, usually by a disallowed or 
unwelcome thought, feeling or perception entering our awareness 
and registering with us. As this occurs, it becomes less and less 
feasible for us to hold onto our familiar self-understanding and 
experience. 
 Such an internal event is best described as a period of time in a 
person’s life, because how long such an event takes in chronological 
time will vary depending upon the person and the magnitude of 
what is being changed. An unraveling such as this begins when the 
time for it is right, takes as long as it takes, and lasts as long as it 
lasts. 
 The value of such an event being part of the season of Advent, is 
that the unraveling is linked to other internal events which make 
use of it and take us somewhere on the other side of it. There are 
four components to the experience of Advent, all of which are 
linked, and all of which begin with what we highlight today. 

[Jim Robie, 11-29-18] 
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First Sunday of Advent – Luke 21:25-36 
 The Church Year describes the process by which God brings 

about change in our experience of who we are. I suggest we think of 

each of the seasons of the Church Year as depicting a time in life, 

with each of these times being characterized by a particular 

experience and/or activity that together results in our being changed. 

Advent is the time in life when what has been our familiar 

experience of ourselves is modified or comes to an end. 

 This text is written in the literary style of “apocalyptic,” a kind 

of writing that uses bold images and describes dramatic events 

associated with something ending. People often take the images 

literally and interpret objective events as being that to which the 

words refer. However, the images in the text do not refer to objective 

events but to subjective events, to shifts in the way we experience 

our life. I suggest that the actual experiences of Advent are subtle 

and often understated so they are easily missed. However, they 

come upon us suddenly and catch us by surprise, and the changes 

that are accomplished have dramatic consequences, so in that sense 

the text is a fairly accurate description of the experience of being 

changed. 

 The Gospel reading for the first Sunday in Advent is always 

concerned with the appearance of a mythological figure known as 

the Son of Man. In mythology the Son of Man appears, and his 

arrival signals the end of the present age and the beginning of 

another age. We would describe an “age” as an identity, a thought-

world or frame of mind. We would experience the arrival of the Son 

of Man as an internal “event” like a series of insights which cause 

our customary identity or frame of mind to weaken so that we are 

unable to keep our identity intact in a convincing way. We are no 

longer able to wholeheartedly believe in who we have always 

experienced ourselves to be. This faltering is accompanied by 

feelings of loss and of being lost. The heart, energy, or motivation 

fall out of a way we have understood and experienced ourselves. We 

might continue to live as we have understood ourselves, but the 

heart is no longer in what we do or how we live, and therefore the 

meaning, purpose or benefit slowly evaporates. Treating the images 

from the text as metaphors for our experience—we lose our bearings 

and are not able to confidently navigate our life; we get distressed, 

anxious and confused; we find ourselves in a quandary [which 

means “at a loss mentally”] from there being too many loud and 

conflicting voices in our heads; we lose the familiar sense of ease we 

have had with our life; we lose strength and become afraid; what 

holds things together wavers and topples. The beginning of Advent 

is marked by these internal events occurring. 

Normally we do not question the way we live, act, feel, or think. 

We take pretty much at face value what we are and seem to be. 

However, at the beginning of Advent we are not able to do so because 

a change is under way in what we perceive to be true of ourselves. 

We see through the way we have acted or felt or thought and begin 

to question it. As we see through it, the meaning of it evaporates, and 

we lose heart for something for which we have had heart. Once we 

see through what we have been and done we can no longer believe 

in it wholeheartedly, and the heart falls out of doing it and being it. 

 The counsel in a time like this is to stand up and raise our heads, 

i.e. look around, because something important about our life is being 

discovered or recovered through these events. This is not the usual 

way we interpret these trials. We usually make our loss of heart into 

a defect in us, rather than seeing it as part of our being transformed 

into something more. This experience has to do with our 

“redemption,” the English translation of a Greek word which is a 

figure of speech for “riddance;” that is, we are being rid of something 

that is no longer important/necessary or that has become an 

impediment to our being moved along in our life. We are advised to 

“be on guard” [the words mean to hold the mind toward, i.e. pay 

attention] so that our hearts [our thoughts and feelings] are not 

weighed down and burdened by the headaches that come with all this 

disruption. If we cannot pay attention to these internal events, we will 

be caught in the experience of them as if in a trap. That is, we will 

get caught in the drama of what is occurring, and so be unable to look 

at what is happening and consider what it means. We are advised to 

be alert [keep awake], praying [literally, begging] to escape being 

distracted from all of this, and to stand and attend to the change that 

is under way. 
 [Jim Robie, 11-29-18, 1st of Advent, Cycle C, Luke 21:25-36] 


